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Val Mock concentrates her practice on insurance defense litigation with a focus on 
complex tort claims, medical malpractice, general liability, product liability and employment 
law. In addition, she handles matters that include, but are not limited to, trucking liability, 
professional licensing claims, fair housing claims, truth in advertising and errors and 
omissions claims. She also defends medical practitioners and accountants in state 
licensing matters and employers on claims before the EEOC and state agencies.

Val practices in courts throughout the state and has filed briefs in the state’s highest courts 
and in the United States Supreme Court.

In addition to her current practice, Val has a 12-year manufacturing background during 
which she was responsible for ensuring in-house and vendor compliance with 
performance standards. She prides herself on learning the clients’ business and is 
particularly adept at assessing the strengths and weaknesses of a case in the early stages 
to effectively contain litigation expenses. She has made numerous presentations to groups 
throughout her career and authored literature in the legal defense space, such as 
contributing to portions of the Michigan Practice Handbook and Michigan Construction 
Litigation Desk Reference.

Val is a regional representative for Wilson Elser’s Women Attorneys Valued & Empowered 
(WAVE) initiative, which is dedicated to the advancement of women attorneys’ 
professional aims and personal well-being.

Education

• Michigan State University College of Law (J.D., 1996)

o cum laude; Business and Production Editor, Law Review; treasurer, Women's Law 

Services

• Complex Tort & General 
Casualty

• Directors & Officers Liability

• Employment & Labor

• Fair Housing & 
Discrimination Claims

• Intellectual Property & 
Technology

• Medical Malpractice & 
Health Care

• National Trial Team

• Product Liability, Prevention 
& Government Compliance

• Professional Liability & 
Services

• Transportation

valerie.mock@wilsonelser.com


Caucus

• Wayne State University (B.S., 1993)

o summa cum laude

Bar Admissions

• Michigan

Court Admissions

• U.S. Court of Appeals, Sixth Circuit

• U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Michigan

• U.S. District Court, Western District of Michigan

Professional Affiliations

• Michigan State University College of Law, National Trial Advocacy Judge

• Michigan State Bar Association

• Michigan Defense Trial Counsel

Representative Matters
Obtained a no-cause verdict in federal court for a national retailer.

Achieved numerous state court dismissals for various corporations, large insurance and 
surety firms in general liability, automobile negligence, and errors &omissions cases.

Obtained dismissal in federal court for a national insurance company in a high-exposure 
coverage dispute.

Obtained dismissal in federal court in a legal malpractice case.

Obtained dismissal of a nursing home licensing complaint.

Selected as preferred counsel for a large HME/DMEPOS provider.

Successfully prosecuted and defended numerous appeals in malpractice, transportation, 
general negligence, breach of contract and insurance coverage cases.

Filed amicus curiae briefs for insurance industry and trial defense organizations.

Successfully negotiated numerous settlements between condominium and homeowners 
associations and their members.



Client Wins
Mock, Beres, and Gettler Shut Down Agency Claims for Franchisor Client with 
Summary Disposition Victory
Valerie Mock (Partner-Detroit), Katherine Beres (Of Counsel-Detroit), and Nicole Gettler 
(Of Counsel-Detroit) prevailed on a motion for summary disposition in the Oakland County 
Circuit Court in Pontiac, Michigan, for a national hair removal franchisor client. The plaintiff 
allegedly sustained injury to her genitals during an improperly performed waxing 
procedure conducted by an employee at the hair removal franchisee location. The plaintiff 
sued the franchisee and its employee for negligence and sued our client franchisor for 
vicarious liability based on actual or apparent agency. Valerie, Katherine, and Nicole filed 
a dispositive motion clarifying that no actual agency relationship existed between the 
franchisor and the franchisee because our client did not exercise control over the 
franchisee’s operations. The Detroit team also demonstrated that apparent agency was 
likewise not viable, as the plaintiff could not show reasonable reliance on her subjective 
belief that the franchisee acted as the franchisor’s agent. The court agreed and granted 
summary disposition in favor of Wilson Elser’s franchisor client.
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