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Kristi Buchholz Helfrick engages in a diverse civil litigation practice before the state and Services

federal courts of Pennsylvania. She has defended personal injury cases arising from

premises, product and trucking/automobile liability as well as employment matters and + Employment & Labor
professional and medical malpractice claims. Since 2004, Kristi has handled more than 20 « Complex Tort & General
arbitrations filed in the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas Arbitration Program. Casualty

* Product Liability, Prevention

Throughout the litigation process, Kristi is responsive to clients’ needs and develops good
& Government Compliance

relationships with clients and counsel. From 2007 to 2013, she served as a Hearing
Committee Member for the Disciplinary Board of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. In - Professional Liability &

the past, Kristi has dedicated time to pro bono work for Philadelphia VIP (Volunteers for Services

the Indigent Program). )
» Transportation

General Liability and Premises Liability

Kristi has extensive experience in general and premises liability cases, representing

apartment complexes, various restaurant chains, shopping malls, condominium

associations and residential owners. She has handled premises security claims arising

from sexual assault and similar incidents. Kristi has represented demolition and crane

companies in property damage claims and defended numerous motor vehicle cases with

serious injuries, including incidents involving pedestrians and motorcycle accidents. Kristi

served as second chair during a jury trial in the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas that

involved the representation of a demolition company against property damage claims.

Professional Liability / Employment Discrimination

Kristi has defended engineers and architects in construction defect cases arising from
residential and commercial developments. Her experience includes representing
insurance brokers and agents in insurance malpractice actions. She also has handled
employment discrimination cases involving claims of sexual harassment. Kristi has
additional experience in defending professional liability matters such as claims against


kristi.buchholzhelfrick@wilsonelser.com

nurses, doctors, optometrists, pharmacists and dentists.

Products Liability

Kristi has experience handling products liability claims based on negligence, strict liability
and breach of warranty in the areas of design, manufacture and warnings. She has
defended manufacturers and distributors of a variety of consumer products and industrial
products in fire and property damage cases. Products include, but are not limited to,
toasters, irons, microwaves, computers, cosmetic face cream, massage table, wheel
bearings, products containing beryllium metal and tungsten carbide cutting tools.

Education
» Temple University James E. Beasley School of Law (J.D., 2003)
 Lafayette College (B.A., 1999)

Bar Admissions
» Pennsylvania, 2004

* New Jersey

Professional Affiliations

 Philadelphia Bar Association

Awards & Honors

» Selected for inclusion in Rising Stars for Pennsylvania Super Lawyers, 2007-2008,
2012-2017

Client Wins

Tatarka, Helfrik, Heim and Helgadottir Secure Summary Judgment for Appliance
Distributor in Subrogation Suit

Gregg Tatarka (Partner-White Plains, NY), Kristi Buchholz Helfrick (Of Counsel-
Philadelphia), Angela Heim (Of Counsel-Philadelphia) and Mal Helgadottir (Associate-
White Plains, NY) obtained summary judgment in the United States District Court, Eastern
District of Pennsylvania for Wilson Elser’s client, a consumer product and appliance
distributor. The plaintiff in this subrogation recovery lawsuit, stemming from a residential
house fire, alleges the fire was caused by a defective clothes dryer or the installation of
the dryer. Gregg, Kristi, Angela, and Mal argued that the plaintiff presented no evidence
establishing that our client placed the dryer into the marketplace in a defective condition or
that our client failed to adequately warn of the hazards associated with the installation and
use of the dryer. The court granted summary judgment in favor of our client on strict
liability, negligence, breach of warranty and breach of contract causes of action.
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