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Karen Bettcher focuses her practice on litigation, including responding to pleadings, 
deposing witnesses, preparing and arguing motions, settlement negotiations and trial 
preparation, particularly in the areas of medical malpractice, professional liability and 
asbestos. She is actively involved in defending class actions, including claims under the 
Fair and Accurate Credit Transaction Act and claims involving data security breaches. In 
addition, Karen has some experience with defending general liability claims and complex 
patent litigation.

Karen served as a federal law clerk and has authored articles on employer liability for 
privacy breaches and intellectual property issues. While in law school and college, she 
worked as a summer intern at the Illinois Attorney General’s Office in the areas of Criminal 
Enforcement, Special Prosecutions, Criminal Appeals and Crime Victims Division. She 
spent a semester studying abroad at Miami University Dolibois European Center, 
Differdange, Luxembourg, and traveled throughout Western Europe. In addition, Karen 
volunteered with the Cabrini Green Legal Aid Clinic.

Education

• John Marshall Law School (J.D., 2007)

o cum laude, Evan A. Evans Constitutional Law Moot Court competition

• Miami University of Ohio (B.A., 2004)

Bar Admissions

• Illinois

Court Admissions

Services

• Class Action

• Cybersecurity & Data 
Privacy

• Employment & Labor

• Medical Malpractice & 
Health Care

• Professional Liability & 
Services

• Commercial Litigation

karen.bettcher@wilsonelser.com


• U.S. District Court, Northern District of Illinois

• U.S. District Court, Central District of Illinois

Professional Affiliations

• Illinois State Bar Association

Awards & Honors

• Selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America® Ones to Watch™, 2024-2025

• Selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America©: Ones to Watch in the area of 
Medical Malpractice Law – Defendants, 2021-2023

• Lawyer Monthly 2014 Women in Law Award
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