
 

Joshua Rakoff represents businesses and individuals in complex litigation in state and 
federal courts across Missouri and Illinois. His practice focuses on the defense of 
asbestos and other toxic tort claims, product liability and premises liability matters, 
insurance defense, dram shop liability, trucking and transportation cases, correctional 
medicine, school torts, mass-transit litigation, as well as business disputes and appellate 
matters. Additionally, Josh represents life sciences and food-industry companies in high-
exposure mass-tort matters involving alleged food contamination, including E. coli 
outbreaks, as well as food design, manufacturing, and labeling defect claims. He routinely 
works with scientific and medical experts to address issues of causation, regulatory 
compliance, and damages.

Josh adeptly handles matters at all stages of litigation, from early case assessment and 
discovery through motion practice, depositions, and trial preparation, with a focus on 
efficient, strategic defense aligned with client objectives. Known for his clear, persuasive 
written advocacy, Josh regularly represents clients in mediation and arbitration and is 
fluent in Spanish.

Education

• Saint Louis University School of Law (J.D., 2018)

o Dean's Scholarship

o Academic Excellence Award

o Thurgood Marshall Mock Trial Competition

• Southern Illinois University Carbondale (B.A., 2012)

o Order of Omega Honor Society

Bar Admissions

• Missouri

Services

• Appellate

• Life Sciences

• Toxic Tort

• Alternative Dispute 
Resolution

• Asbestos & Talc

• Cannabis Law

• Class Action

• Commercial Litigation

• Complex Tort & General 
Casualty

• Construction

• Cybersecurity & Data 
Privacy

• Employment & Labor

• Engineered Stone

• Managed Care Litigation & 
Compliance

• Medical Malpractice & 
Health Care

• National Trial Team

• Product Liability, Prevention 

Joshua A. Rakoff
Associate

joshua.rakoff@wilsonelser.com
St. Louis, MO – 314.930.2879

joshua.rakoff@wilsonelser.com


• Illinois

Court Admissions

• U.S. Court of Appeals, Seventh Circuit

• U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Missouri

• U.S. District Court, Central District of Illinois

• U.S. District Court, Southern District of Illinois

Professional Affiliations

• Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis

• Illinois State Bar Association

• Missouri Bar Association

Languages

• Spanish

& Government Compliance

• Transportation
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