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Joseph Fusz assists clients with cyber risk management and compliance, and in 
responding to cybersecurity incidents and breaches and to state and federal regulatory 
investigations. Joseph has years of criminal and civil litigation experience, including jury 
trials, bench trials, administrative hearings and dispositive motion practice. He also has 
experience conducting investigative incident response to threats and insider misconduct 
as well as critical threat assessment and incident response planning.

Immediately prior to joining Wilson Elser, Joseph served in the Lake County State’s 
Attorney’s Office as the Division Chief of the Cyber Crimes Division and of the Special 
Investigations Division, and led a diverse team of prosecutors, sworn investigators and 
digital forensic lab personnel. In those roles, Joseph engaged with and advised local, state 
and federal law enforcement agencies in the investigation and prosecution of complex 
cyber and financial criminal matters, as well as public integrity and other special 
investigations, from inception through litigation.

Joseph has received specialized training on digital forensic evidence, network intrusion 
and cybercriminal investigations at the National Computer Forensics Institute (NCFI) in 
Hoover, Alabama, as well as the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
(NCMEC) in Alexandria, Virginia. 

Joseph frequently speaks on emerging cybersecurity threats and trends, best practices for 
data privacy and protection, and incident response planning to government agencies, 
professional service organizations, private industry and other groups. He also has 
presented at multiple legal seminars on social media evidence, digital evidentiary 
foundations and ethics.

Extremely active in the legal community, Joseph is a member of multiple professional 
organizations. He served as President of the Lake County Bar Association (LCBA) from 
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2021–2022, and in several other leadership roles on its Board of Directors from 2015–
2023. Additionally, Joseph has led multiple LCBA practice area committees, including 
serving as Co-Chair of the Civil Trial & Appeals Committee and as Chair of the Young & 
New Lawyers Committee. Joseph also is a military veteran and former commissioned 
officer in the United States Marine Corps.

Incident Response
Joseph represents clients in actual or suspected cybersecurity incidents or data breaches, 
ranging from email compromises to sophisticated ransomware attacks. He is member of 
the firm’s incident response team for private and public companies, spanning all industry 
sectors. Joseph regularly advises clients on their legal obligations under data privacy and 
breach notification laws and assists clients in devising crisis communication strategies.

Regulatory Investigations & Enforcement Actions
Joseph regularly represents clients in regulatory investigations stemming from 
cybersecurity incidents, including investigations by the U.S. Department of Health & 
Human Services, U.S. Department of Defense, U.S. Department of Education and the 
New York Department of Financial Services, in addition to various state attorneys general 
and insurance commissioners.

Virtual Privacy Officer Services
The firm’s Virtual Privacy Officer Services (VPOS) provides pre-breach cybersecurity and 
data privacy risk management and compliance services to small and large organizations 
across all industry sectors. Joseph assists organizations in developing cybersecurity and 
privacy compliance programs, policies and procedures pursuant to various laws. He also 
has assisted clients in managing their third-party vendor and supply chain cyber risk.

Education

• Loyola University New Orleans College of Law (J.D., 2006)

o Certificate in International Law

• University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (Political Science and History, 2003)

Bar Admissions

• Illinois

Court Admissions

• U.S. District Court, Northern District of Illinois

Professional Affiliations

• International Association of Privacy Professionals

• Illinois State Bar Association

• Lake County Bar Association, Former Board of Directors, Former President

• American Inns of Court, Jefferson Inn Chapter, Board of Directors, Former President



• Association of Latino Professionals for America

• American Legion
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FBI Has Updated the Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS) Security Policy
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