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Jonathan Powell represents insurers, general contractors, manufacturers, and other 
corporate clients in all aspects of complex civil litigation. His practice focuses on the 
defense of claims related to product liability, premises liability, construction defect, 
transportation, and catastrophic injury. Jonathan has tried multiple cases to verdict and 
successfully handled matters before the Illinois appellate courts. He brings a strategic, 
results-driven approach to high-exposure cases.

Prior to joining Wilson Elser, Jonathan was an accomplished litigator at leading Chicago-
area defense firms, representing national homebuilders, municipalities, product 
manufacturers, and other insureds in state and federal courts. His practice is distinguished 
by meticulous case preparation and the development of efficient, pragmatic defense 
strategies.

Education

• Michigan State University College of Law (J.D., cum laude, 2018)

• University of Illinois at Springfield (B.A. Criminal Justice, magna cum laude, 2015)

Bar Admissions

• Illinois

Court Admissions

• U.S. District Court, Northern District of Illinois

Professional Affiliations

• Illinois State Bar Association

Services

• Complex Tort & General 
Casualty

• Construction

• Transportation

jonathan.powell@wilsonelser.com


• Chicago Bar Association

Awards & Honors

• Selected for inclusion in Illinois Super Lawyers® Rising Stars™, 2026

Representative Matters
Successfully defended a general contractor in a year-long, multi-party construction defect 
arbitration hearing.
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