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Jim Burke is a trial lawyer who focuses his practice on the defense of complex, high-
exposure premises, security guard, construction, auto and general liability claims in New 
York state and federal courts. Jim also has defended product liability, lead poisoning and 
medical malpractice claims during his career.

Drawing on the finely honed investigative skills he developed as a detective sergeant with 
the New York Police Department (NYPD), Jim often is brought in on cases being prepared 
for trial or mediation to ensure that all key issues and possible defenses have been 
uncovered.

Jim has been lead trial attorney on more than 50 cases and recently has won defense 
verdicts in a federal civil rights Section 1983 abuse of force claim in the Southern District 
of New York; a premises security case in the Supreme Court, New York County; and a 
negligent premises maintenance claim in the Supreme Court, Westchester County.

Prior to joining Wilson Elser in 2002, Jim had a 20-year career with the NYPD and 
achieved the rank of detective sergeant. He served as an investigator, supervisor and 
squad commander in the Narcotics Division, Detective Bureau and Organized Crime 
Control Bureau. Jim completed his police career as the lead trial lawyer in the NYPD’s 
Civil Enforcement Unit, for which he tried nine cases to verdict in the Supreme Court, New 
York County.

Premises Liability and Security
In the premises liability area, Jim has extensive experience litigating matters involving 
homicides, robberies and sexual assaults occurring on the client’s premise, as well as 
injury claims arising from alleged construction and maintenance defects. He also has vast 
experience defending security guards accused of using excessive force or failing to act to 
prevent injuries to persons on the premises where they were providing guard services. In 
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such matters, Jim imparts his in-depth knowledge regarding the allowable use of force and 
the proper deployment of security personnel.

Education

• Fordham University School of Law (J.D., 1996)

• Manhattan College (B.A., 1988)

Bar Admissions

• New York

• New Jersey

• Florida

Court Admissions

• Supreme Court of the United States

Professional Affiliations

• New York State Bar Association


	Education
	Bar Admissions
	Court Admissions
	Professional Affiliations
	Services

