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Donald Kernisant Jr. focuses his practice on the defense of premises liability, motor 
vehicle accidents and construction accidents.

Prior to joining Wilson Elser, Donald managed the Criminal Defense practice at a boutique 
law firm in addition to representing buyers and sellers in residential and commercial real 
estate transactions. Donald has civil litigation experience from his time at a New York Law 
firm defending insurers as a member of the Insurance Fraud and the Compliance, 
Investigation & White Collar Crime practice groups. Donald began his legal career as an 
Assistant District Attorney in the Queens County District Attorney's Office where he served 
as a member of the Felony Narcotics Trials Bureau and prosecuted various types of felony 
cases from arrest through indictment, motion practice, hearings and ultimately trial.

Donald serves as an adjunct professor of law at Hofstra University's Maurice A. Deane 
School of Law where he is a faculty instructor for students of the Hofstra Trial Advocacy 
Association. At Hofstra, Donald coaches trial advocacy skills for students in advance of 
nationwide interscholastic mock trial competitions.

Education

• Hofstra University Maurice A. Deane School of Law (J.D., 2014)

• College of the Holy Cross (B.A., 2011)

Bar Admissions

• New York

Awards & Honors

Services

• Complex Tort & General 
Casualty

• Construction

• Aviation & Aerospace

donald.kernisantjr@wilsonelser.com


• Selected for inclusion in Super Lawyers® New York Metro Rising Stars™, 2022–2024
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