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Colleen Dougherty is a civil litigator who focuses her practices on the defense of large and 
small businesses in asbestos, construction defect, and toxic tort matters. After spending 
years practicing as personal counsel, staff counsel for a national insurer, and panel 
counsel, she has a unique perspective regarding out-of-the-box strategies and a common-
sense approach to the defense of clients.

Colleen has successfully defended several manufacturers of construction products in 
asbestos matters and a large manufacturer of aircraft and spacecraft parts in toxic tort 
litigation. Much of her construction knowledge comes from her vast experience in litigating 
construction defect matters throughout California, as well as property damage and 
subrogation cases. Colleen has represented general contractors, subcontractors, and 
manufacturers in all aspects of litigation with great success. In addition, Colleen has had 
the unique opportunity to act as a co-mediator in resolving numerous construction defect 
cases. These unique experiences and years of litigating difficult cases in different areas of 
the law make Colleen a fierce advocate for her clients.

Education

• Willamette University College of Law (J.D. Certificate in Dispute Resolution, 1995)

• Santa Clara University (B.S. Political Science, 1989)

Bar Admissions

• California

• Texas

Court Admissions

Services

• Asbestos & Talc

• Construction

• Toxic Tort

colleen.dougherty@wilsonelser.com


• U.S. District Court, Central District of California

• U.S. District Court, Southern District of California

Professional Affiliations

Claims and Litigation Management (CLM) Alliance

Representative Matters
Obtained a defense ruling in the Carter v. Pulte Home Corp., et al. matter that led to the 
2020 California Supreme Court decision that upheld the trial court ruling that held 
Travelers' Insurance was not entitled to a complete and total reimbursement from other 
participating subcontractor cross-defendants.
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